BOOK REVIEWS examples which may not generally be applicable, e.g. helium oversaturation. The fifth section covers miscellaneous problems and the final section is a single brief concluding page. This is certainly not a book for the beginner. There is no guiding explanation to help the newcomer understand what information capnography can provide. Instead there seems to be a 'memorise this' approach. Why a surgeon moving the laparoscope (page 30) causes irregularities in the trace remains a mystery.
If Perkins-Elmer give you a copy of this book when you buy a mass spectrometer, certainly read it, but it is not a helpful book to be bought for the beginner's bookshelf. W Four topics are addressed -encounters between patients and health professionals in critical situations where resource limitations necessitate rationing; allocation of resources between social projects and within medicine; conflicts in establishing priorities; and conceptual issues affecting the choices made.
The text is heavy going, and requires more than a basic understanding of the principles of biomedical ethics. For those who have to deal with the critically ill patient, there are three chapters of great interest. Reich develops a parable around arrival of three indigent illegal immigrants at an American private hospital emergency department, which finds that its legal duty of care results in a massive financial cost. The Administrator's attempt to raise public funds is overruled by the Board, which proposes a solution which compromises the principles of beneficence and compassion held by the Administrator and some of his medical staff, who resign.
Perce looks back from the year 2003 at the mistakes made in the 1980s when increases in Social Security benefits outstripped the ability of taxpayers to support them, leading to total collapse of the health care system.
Moskop analyses the arguments in favour of expenditure on critical care -its symbolic value, the physician's commitment to individual patient welfare, and the urgency of critical care needs; and the arguments against it compared to expenditure on preventive medicine. I would recommend the book to those with a particular interest in the area. To all other readers of this review I would recommend purchase of a basic text in biomedical ethics, without concern for which medicine will not survive this century.
G I found this book particularly easy to read. It is apparent that one is reading the work of people with vast practical experience. The difficulties frequently encountered with multi-authored texts are not apparent. Indeed the uniformity of style and presentation is excellent.
Basic principles are presented clearly and concisely. I believe that the authors succeed in their aim 'to present a scientific basis for medical care and to separate habitual approaches from those proven better than available alternatives'. Ample use is made of tables and diagrams which not only enhance one's understanding of the text but also add significant value to quick reviews of chapters read.
Although published in 1982 this book is still extremely relevant to today's practice. I would strongly recommend it to anyone contemplating a career in intensive care. It would also be of benefit to any practitioner associated with the acute management of patients with cardiovascular disease. J. WEEKES Royal Perth Hospital, Perth, W.A.
